WOMEN IN CHANGING SOCIETY                                                                             66

and offence? Or should it be only treated as a social evil? What
are the means to be adopted to eliminate that evil?

Some more questions relating to offences too crop up. Is it
an offence to read obscene literature? Is it wrong to see such a
film? Is it improper to write such a story? Does ft become a crime
only when a person reading the story or seeing the film behaves
in a depraved manner or does it become per se an offence? Is it
possible to enforce legislation regarding such crimes?

Obscenity is being specially looked at only in terms of sex.
In Sec. 292 i.P.C. obscenity is defined as that which, whether.it
is a book or film, when read or seen brings out the sexual urges
into the foreground, depraves human conduct and leads to human
degradation. Another definition can be offered that it is that which
runs against the moral concepts and sentiments of the present-day
society. It can easily be seen that the latter definition suffers from
many defects and weaknesses.

Revolution in Morals

Many changes have taken place in our moral values. One is
tempted to call it a revolution in morals. Changes of this sort are
a must; they are inevitable too. Sodety is undergoing change at a
rapid pace. There can be no two opinions about the fact that the
change is in accordance with the mores of the country, times of
the society, and the people that compose it. What was moral at one
time is considered as immoral now. At one point of time it was
considered proper for Draupadi to have five husbands. Nowadays
such a practice is scoffed at. In northern Inda marriage between
cousins i.e. between children of brother and sister is abhorred and
banned whereas in the South it is a desired practice. If a wife dies
the man marries his wife's sister in our country but it is not permitted
in England. Thus, the customs and traditions differ from one country
to another from one age to the other, and they vary according to
circumstances. Long long ago Sati, Kanyasulkam (Bride price) and
child marriages were praised as highly moral acts. They were
respected as the customs of the day. Today they are, condemned.
Till 1856, widow marriages were looked down upon. At present, they
are permissible and valid. In fact they have been accepted as normal
social practice, in the same manner so many other changes are
taking place. Changes are the stepping stones for progress. If
obscenity is linked up with social tradition, a lot of confusion will
ensue.